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From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


November is jam-packed with several awareness 
month celebrations and commemorations. For 
instance, November is Native American Heritage 
Month. It is also National Homeless Youth Awareness 
Month, as well as Diabetes Awareness Month, 
Epilepsy Awareness Month, Lung Cancer Awareness 
Month, and Manatee Awareness Month. Situated on 
the November calendar is Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week, International Stress Awareness 
Week, World Kindness Week, and Polar Bear Week, 
just to name a few. 


November is also Transgender Awareness Month and houses Transgender 
Awareness Weeks (1 or 2 weeks leading up to Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, depending on the source), and Transgender Day of 
Remembrance (November 20th). Unfortunately, you won't find these times 
of awareness and remembrance listed on every resource listing significant 
events of November. After all these years, all the education and action, all 
the progress to encourage people to become aware and to get to know the 
people and not simply see labels, we are still emersed in the battle of 
community and world-wide acknowledgement that people of transgender 
and non-binary experience are beautifully and wonderfully made in the 
image and likeness of God, and that their expressions of self are every bit 
as authentic and valuable as every other person of God's creation. 


On October 27, a special meeting of the Southeast Conference was held via 
Zoom. The sole purpose, as announced publicly on our social media sites 
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and in correspondences to each congregation, was to consider the 
adoption of the resolution titled “Actively Affirming the Dignity of 
Transgender and Nonbinary Persons: A Resolution of Witness.” This 
resolution, which was prepared by a team with members from the Florida 
Conference, Cathedral of Hope (a congregation in Dallas, TX that is part of 
the South Central Conference), and the Southeast Conference, has been 
available on our website at SECUCC.org and was also sent to the registrants 
for the special meeting. During the meeting, members of the preparation 
team from the Southeast Conference presented the resolution to the 
quorum of delegates in attendance, discussion was held, and then the 
Southeast Conference voted to adopt this resolution, as well as to send it 
on to the 34th General Synod of the United Church of Christ to be held in 
Indianapolis, IN in 2023. 


During this time when the General Synod Resolution Committee is 
considering the resolution for presentation on the floor of General Synod 
34, | invite us all to become familiar with the resolution. | also encourage 
those of us who do not identify as transgender as transgender, non-binary, 
or gender fluid, to take some time during this Transgender Awareness 
Month/Week of November to learn and grow in our own knowledge of our 
transgender, non-binary, and gender fluid siblings. Take time to get to know 
the people. And let us take a step in Jesus’ shoes, a step that has the 
potential to change lives and proclaim the dignity and value of all people to 
a world that is still grappling with the expansive fullness of God's amazing 
love. 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 
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Greetings and blessings on the holiday season. This 
year is almost past, and it seems a blur. “It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times! Thank God 
we've come this far by faith...leaning and depending 
on the Lord!! 


On Sunday, | had the amazing opportunity to be in 
service at two of our Birmingham churches. Pilgrim 
UCC, Rev. Paul Ecknes-Tucker, pastor, and Covenant 
UCC, Rev. J R Finney, pastor. Beautiful space and 
thoughtfully designed to accommodate EVERYONE! 
Both services were beautiful! 


Romans 15:5-7 teaches: “Now the God of patience and consolation grant 
you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye 
May with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us 
to the Glory of God.” The hospitality was amazing. 


Lest we forget: Advent begins the last Sunday in November... which is also 
the day that The Christmas Fund campaign kicks off. Please help in this 
initiative, as all that you do is greatly appreciated! 


The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency fund is a 
Special admission Offering that our congregations have been supporting 
for over 100 years. The offering is administered through the United Church 
Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension boards. 
These funds provide direct financial support to those who serve the church 
and are facing financial difficulties. We appreciate all the many ways that 
you continue to support the SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE UCC. 


This holiday season, please be minded of those homeless, houseless, cold, 
and hungry. Let us be supportive and more Christlike. A smile, a kind word, 
a prayer, or any act of kindness goes a long way! 


Let us continue to pray, one for another, as we go about this journey called 
LIFE. Continued blessings as we continue to JOURNEY, TOGETHER... 


Happy holidays, 
Min. Carrole 
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Celebrating the Ordination of Rev. Thomas Mitchell 


We join together with the congregations of the Church of the Savior in 
Knoxville and Central Congregational in Atlanta as they celebrated the 
ordination of Thomas Mitchell on November 12, 2022. Rev. Mitchell is the 
new Associate Minister at Central. 


Southeast Conference Stands With Striking Coal 
Miners 


by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


The United Mine Workers of America Strike from Warrior Met Coal 
continues in Alabama. After 19 months, contract resolution is still elusive; in 
the meantime, and with no end in sight, the miners and their families 
continue to struggle to make ends meet. 


On August 17, 2022, the Southeast Conference hosted a meeting with 
Shanna Peeks, the Civil Human Rights Coordinator from the UMWA, and a 
miner who is one of the striking workers. The conversation was informative 
and helpful as we sought to understand more clearly the issues that led to 
the strike and the gap, and actions that are hindering agreement on a new 
contract. A video link will be available for those who were unable to attend 
but wish to view that event. 
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On Wednesday, October 26th, Conference 
Minister Kim Wood and local church 
pastors Paul Eknes-Tucker and Jennifer 
Sanders joined UCC Economic Justice 
Minister Rev. Sekinah Hamlin at a UMWA 
Rally near Birmingham, Alabama. Rev. 
Wood offered the opening prayer, and Rev. 
Eknes-Tucker closed the gathering in 
prayer. We were able to meet several 
miners and family members to hear more 
about what they are experiencing during 
this trying time and to reiterate our 
commitment to stand with them for justice 
and equity. 


One way we have been invited to help is to 
donate Visa gift cards to help support the 
families. There is also a need for infant formula, diapers, and toiletries. If 
you would like to help care for these families as they continue to work, 
hope, and pray for negotiations to provide a just agreement, we invite you 
to send gift cards or financial donations to the Southeast Conference, 
either by mail at P.O. Box 1950, Decatur GA. 30031-1950, or by using our 
donation button on the website at SECUCC.org. Please clearly mark that 
your gifts are for the Warrior Met Strike. 


And please, pray for the miners, their families, the UMWA leadership, and 
the Warrior Met Coal Board and Executives that this strike might come to a 
speedy and compassionate resolution. 
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Sign On for Worker Justice 


The Warrior Met Coal Strike in western Alabama is now in its 20th month, 
leaving miners and their families with no resolution in sight. Negotiations 
continue to stall as Warrior Met's board and management appear to have 
no urgency to provide the just contract they committed to when miners 
took pay and benefits cuts at a time when the company was struggling to 
Stay afloat. Now, although productivity has decreased with inexperienced 
non-union workers covering shifts, the profit margin has increased due to 
the current high price of coal. 


As these striking United Mine Workers of America families face a second 
Christmas Holiday Season of livelihood, food, and in some cases, shelter 
insecurity, the Southeast Conference is taking action to call Warrior Met 
back to the table to resolve this strike and return the miners to work ina 
fair and equitable manner. 


Please take a moment to join individuals, local churches, and religious and 
community partners in sending a letter to the Warrior Met Board of 
Directors insisting they resolve this strike immediately with a contract that 
recognizes and affirms the value and dignity of the miners and their 
families. Take time now to click on the link below and sign a letter to the 
Warrior Met Board in support of workers who are crying out for justice. 
Then, pass this link on to someone else. Encourage them to sign and 
continue to share it. The deadline for signing is Friday, December 9. 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1 FAlpbQLSdbDRuemy7Vv- 
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May our many voices raised together exemplify the ministry of Jesus to do 
justly, love kindly, and walk humbly with God! 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of November 20 


King’s Chapel UCC; Alpine, Georgia 
Ashley Cleere 

Deborah Holbrook 

James Schwarzlose 

Irvin Whitley 

Lawrence R. Wood 


Week of November 27 


The United Church; Huntsville, Alabama 
Elizabeth Clement 

Lou Kavar 

Rebecca Seldomridge 

Scott Williamson 

Haley Lerner 


Churches in Transition 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=91b5062264 Page 7 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: November 18, 2022 2/20/23, 5:21 PM 
First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 

Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 

Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Deer Lodge 

Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 

Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy Creek, Lafayette AL; First 
Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL 


se Support Our Hurri 


Thank you ions your support of disaster relief. Your SenBiosiby has aided 
hundreds of families in need of help to Wake wel Sl and lives. We 
request your renewed support for the Hurricane: : d for those in 
crisis in the aftermath of Hurricanes oe end Jan a ee Significant 
med that may arise in oie warm Atlantic waters. Your gift to 

the Hurricanes 2022 d will help with immediate needs while basic 

a ererrnsy is eared and more complete assessments can be made. 


jw 


Your gift enables the church to be present with people amidst catastrophic 
and life-changing situations, offering immediate relief and providing long- 
term recovery support. Working through a network of global and local 
partners, the church lives out its on to care for our neighbors as we strive 
together toward a just world for all. You can easily IATE ONLINE here. If 
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you prefer, you may send a check payable to the United Church of Christ, 
PO Box 71957, Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Hurricanes 
Fund 2022” in the memo section. Thank you for your generosity. 


Abolition Advent Calendar 


Looking for a meaningful way to engage Advent this year? Want to learn 
more about contemporary Abolition movements? The United Church of 
Christ's antiracism initiative, Join the Movement Toward Racial Justice, is 
offering an Abolition Advent Calendar: 
www.JoinTheMovementUCC.org/Abolition-Advent-Calendar 


Daily offerings include... 


e Artwork - Breathing Praying Meditations by Dr. Yohana Junker 
e Advent scripture readings 
e Abolition reflections, prayers and practices 


...to keep awake to the ways God's freedom and love is unfolding in our 
midst. 


Sign up to receive daily reflections via email, or find them on Facebook 
United Church of Christ, Instagram @UnitedChurchofChrist or Twitter 
@UnitedChurch. 


Also check out the Abolition Advent Calendar Discussion Guide for 
curriculum and ideas about how you might structure a discussion group 


content/uploads/2022/1 1/Abolition-Advent-Calendar-Discussion-Guide.pdf 


In the season of Advent, where we await the coming of transformational 
Love in flesh and bone, connect to contemporary abolition movements and 
consider how you are preparing the way for Love's birth. 
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Overwhelmed with 


Matthew 2:10 


The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and 
the Emergency Fund 


Suggested offering date December 18, 2022 


The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing 
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health 
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our 
lower-income retirees. United Church of Christ congregations and 
members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for many 
years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by 
those servants of the church who are facing a time of need. Thank you! 


Download promotional materials from the Pension Boards website 


Contemplatives in Action 


In response to the "Becoming a Church of Contemplatives in Action" 
Resolution that passed at General Synod 2021, a small group is developing 
a website (with the financial support of UCC National Faith INFO) to 
resource the wider UCC church in contemplative practices. One component 
of that website is a list of Pastors and faith leaders who are comfortable 
being a resource for churches, other Pastors, etc. in various contemplative 
practices. Please pass along this message (and the link to the form below) 
to anyone interested in being a resource in contemplative practice for the 
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wider church. Interested persons should fill out this Google form by 
December 8. Each person listed on the site will be asked to work in 
alignment with the anti-racism statement (attached) that our task team has 
developed. https://forms.gle/XoToi9iipeuvUs7h6 


The "Contemplatives in Action" curriculum group would like to put out an 
ask for anyone willing to contribute their unique perspective on "What does 
it mean to live the Contemplative Life?" or "What does it mean to live out 
Contemplation and Action for you?" If you have a short (1 to 2 page) 
reflection on either of these questions you'd like to share, please email it to 
ucc.contemplatives@gmail.com. 


Lastly, here are two resources (from the Southern New England UCC) for 
those who would like to go deeper with Christian contemplative practices. 
There is a free webinar next week November 17th at 12 p.m. ET, an 
“Introduction to Christian Contemplative Practices” with Matt Carriker. 
Register here: https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/16574984? 

month=11 &year=2022&day=1&display=m 


The more in-depth program, “Engaging in Christian Contemplative 
Practices” (facilitated by Matt Carriker), begins in the new year: six virtual 
90-minute evening sessions on these 2023 dates (with one optional in- 
person meeting in Mass.): January 18, February 1, February 15, March 1, 
March 15, March 29. https://sneucc- 


We will keep you updated when the Contemplatives in Action website is up 
and its resources available. If you would like to stay up-to-date on monthly 
contemplative practice gatherings (led by rotating UCC faith leaders), or 
would like to be part of moving the “Contemplatives in Action” Resolution 
work forward, please email ucc.contemplatives@gmail.com. 


Trainings, Conferences & Events 
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2023 Winter Youth Retreat 


It is TIME! Winter Youth Retreat 2023 is happening! The Blowing Rock 
Conference Center welcomes youth from all around the southeast for a 
weekend of storytelling, experiential education, service, and of course, fun 
in the snow on January 13-16, 2023. 


Our programming will include the duo Alathea, winners of numerous 
acoustic music and songwriting awards, who takes stories from their own 
lives and weaves them into music that’s instantly relatable. Rooted in the 
Appalachian Mountains, Alathea (Mandee Radford Langley and Cristi 
Johnson) create and perform original and traditional music in what they call 
Front-Porch-style, using eclectic instruments, thick modern harmonies, and 
engaging storytelling of life on the road, taking cues from nature, their 
families, and neighbors along the way. 


Registration is already underway, and we encourage you to make your 
plans now. Visit https://brccenter.org/winter-youth-retreat-2/ to learn more 
and secure your group's place today! 


Conference Calendar 


November 17 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


November 17 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EST 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


November 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


November 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
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November 24 - November 25 
November 29 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events, 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secuc 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@se. 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secu 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@se 
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